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A mixture of three-car d.m.u.s make up the return Llandudno to Stoke Saturday excursion as the
Meeting held Wednesday 27th July 2011 at Maesgwyn Community Centre, Wrexham
Present were Barry, Roger, Rowland, Pete, Ian and Kevin.
Barry had brought the three fiddle yard boards, Rowland called in on his way home from work and went to collect the three scenic boards and Ian turned up with a set of eight trestles. So we were able to set the layout up, self-supported, and begin to mark out track and road positions.

We have now calculated that we can accommodate five storage loops for each of the two main low level lines, whilst still having a passing loop at the back of the layout for the high level line.

We have also now decided that synchronising the running of two trains on the high level ovals of track will be best achieved by an isolated section on one loop being powered when triggered by the train on the second loop passing a reed switch.

Using a roll of spare (we hope!) wallpaper, Ian has roughly drawn out the area available for building the quarry and access road(s).

We debated whether these ‘third tier’ boards should be built from ply, polystyrene sheet or foam board.

Ian will experiment, using the plan on the wallpaper to see what limitations there may be regarding load bearing and warping.

Pete had brought along enough Kato track to assemble a test track and ran his newly acquired weathered Class 66 on it (after dutifully oiling it in accordance with the instruction sheet – which includes a warning of invalidating the guarantee if this procedure is not undertaken). Ian had a couple of Ivatt 2-6-2T locos, one his own, the other part of Ken’s collection (together with 4 maroon coaches) destined for Jonathon when he is next able to visit.
Ken’s Ivatt ran jerkily to begin with but a touch of oil and it was soon cruising round the circle of track. Ian’s Ivatt and his new Hall were also given a touch of oil before being put on the circuit. The instructions for oiling the Hall were somewhat confusing as the diagram showed the gears on the underside of the chassis whereas the photograph shows, there is a keeper plate fitted beneath the gears so the only alternative is to remove the body and oil the alternate oiling points.

The Hall would not move at first, the motor could be heard turning in the tender but no movement on the track. This is because the drive shaft supplying power for the main driving wheel is designed as a safety feature, to unclip from either end of the tender or cab if the tender is not kept in line with the cab horizontally. It is quite likely that the shaft has unclipped as the loco was taken out of its packaging.
Roger experienced the same problem in taking his Ixion “Manor” out of its box. Both locos ran sweetly around the track.
We put the four maroon coaches, also destined for Roger, on the track behind the Hall but it struggled with the load. On closer inspection, it was found that one of the coach axles had been replaced with a newer one – which didn’t seem to fit. On removing the offending vehicle, the loco had no trouble with its short load but the pony truck kept derailing as the track changed from straight to curved. Pete had some larger radius curves and, once these had been substituted, satisfactory running ensued.
The trestles, which Ian had brought, were purchased for use beneath his own layout “Coed Helen” and he was intending to incorporate a sub-frame which could be quickly set up at exhibitions and have pegs fixed to the frame for locating his baseboards.
The trestles can however be used on their own and have rubber caps on their tops to prevent slipping. At £26.95 per pair, they are quite affordable. The Wrexham layout would probably need 4 pairs but Ian is aware that the North Wales Group are also considering the purchase of trestles to support “Granville” and it is possible that a joint venture to purchase these could be undertaken by both groups as it would be unlikely that the three layouts, “Coed Helen”, “Granville” and “Bryn y Mor” would all be exhibited on the same day.
Talking of exhibitions, Ian had two application forms for the Wrexham Hobbies, Toy & Model Railway Exhibition at the Wrexham Memorial Hall on Saturday 5th November. One form was filled in for “Cragmill” the Chester Area Group layout, the other form will be for either “Bryn-y-Mor”  if we can be certain that we will have enough of a layout to exhibit by November or Ian’s layout “Coed Helen” if not. If we book a space of 16ft x 6ft, this will accommodate either layout. We must bear in mind that if both the Chester and Wrexham layouts appear at the same show, we will need enough operators and transport for both layouts.
For the future, Ian’s “Coed Helen is invited to the Merseyside Show at Birkenhead this October to be followed next year by “Cragmill” and in 2013 by “Bryn-y-Mor”. “Coed Helen” is also appearing at Warrington this October and, if members feel this venue is near enough, Ian can enquire about booking “Bryn-y-Mor” for next year. There is also the North Wales Area Group exhibition at Conwy next year – proposed date Saturday 30th June, proposed location St Margaret’s Hall. 

We decided that the Wrexham layout will be operated from the ends rather than behind the fiddle yard. This will give operators a better view of the trains they are controlling and put them closer to the public to answer questions. One or two operators will still be needed behind the layout to change stock as and when required.
This system was used by Peter Clinch for his layout “Nantlle Junction” (see right).
Next meeting at Maesgwyn – Wednesday 31st August at 7:30 p.m.  
Wrexham Area Group
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